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HEEREWS Xi. 8. 


By faith Abraham, when he was 
called to go out, into a place 
which he ſhould after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed; and he 
went out, not knowing whither 
he went. 


HE reſtleſs attempts of the 
y Roman power, by its emiſ- 
faries every where, to bring 
Þ Proteſtants again into bon- 
>\ dage, have inſpu'd the con- 
WG cern for your eſtabliſhment 
in truth and liberty, which has been ex- 
preſſed in a courſe of ſermons in this place: 
P has been truly repreſented to you; 
an artful diſguiſes of it, to hide its 
frightful deformity, have been taken off; 
that you might ſee it naked and uncolour'd. 
In 


- #7 
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81 
In 1685, Dr. Wake,* the now of 
the church of England, obſerv'd ; It is a long 
time ſince it has been reſolvd by many 
of their Caſuiſts, that it is lawful to diſ- 
guiſe the ſentiments of their religion, not 
only in private conferences, but in the 
pulpit itſelf, when there is a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for the doing of it. But, fays he, I 
cannot tell whether it be fo generally 
known, that it is lawful for them to ſet 
their hands, and to approye thoſe books 
whoſe principles and doctrine they diſlike, 
by an art peculiar to themſelves, and which 
Proteſtants who are uſed to ſincere dealing * 
will find it a little difficult to believe. You 
have been again and again warn'd of this; 
and their claims and principles have been 
ſet before you truly, that you might form 
a judgment of them for your own conduct, 
and your converſe. with any that are de- 
.ceiv'd, or would pervert you. 
If there be any true logick or reaſoning 
in the world, we muſt conclade, that a 
| reformation, from ſuch a diſorder d ſtate of 
| religion, is neceſſary for all thoſe who would 
| pleaſe and honour God, and adhere to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and fave their own ſouls. 1. 
This is what is now incumbent. on me, 
to make and maintain this inference, and 
<a it n 1 
hat 


* '® Preface to the expoſition of the doctrine of the church 
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that any but thoſe that have eyes, and yet 
will not ſee, any that will but open their 
eyes muſt ſee that, 

It was the moſt reaſonable and neceſſary 
thing to attempt and carry on that refor- 
mation, which all the Chriſtian world, ex- 
cept the uſurpers themſelves, requir'd, and 
cry'd out for; and even thoſe uſurpers were 
conſtrain'd to make ſome profeſſions of that 
neceflity, and ſome feign'd ſhews of in- 
tending to do that work themſelves, that 
others more hearty and fincere might drop 
it, and leave it to their more artful manage- 
ment.“ 

It muſt be confeſs d that theſe corrupters 
of religion had, with exquiſite craft, ſet the 
true articles of the Chriſtian faith in the 
front of their impoſtures ; they have own'd 
the divine inſpiration of the facred ſcrip- 
ture ; the articles of the apoſtles creed, and 
more, the Nicene, Atbanaſian creeds, eſta- 
bliſhed by the councils. And what, would 


you reform from theſe? Are not e 
Ane 1523. Adrian gave commiſſion to his | in 


P O 


that ſome years fince ſome abominations have been 
committed in that holy ſee ; many abuſes in ſpiritual things, 
commandments, 


(8 ] | 
enough to edify your ſouls, and ſecure your 
falvation ? But pray let us ſee what is that 
long roll that is join'd with them, that 
muſt be taken and eaten together, that 
we muſt ſwallow down and concoct as well 
as we can, though our conſcience and all 
within us turn againſt it. Alas we find, 
that the Trent religion, Pius's creed, has 
given us twelve articles of Chriſtian faith, 
only as the old Romans led their captives 
in triumph, while the following articles If 
r all the. glory upon. the 
neceſſity of our ſalvation ; and in 
Chriſt will not avail us unleſs we ear 
obedience to the Pope. 

„Nou what is chis but wo. &t Sohmon's 
to the houſe of Baal, 3 
of Dag on? This is no leſß im N 
that of the prieſt, that poiſc 
peror with a conſecrated 7 What 
Innaice dilbopons cam be dope t.the word 
of God, than. juſt to make it, a preface 
to the traditions of men, whereby all 
the commandments of God are made void? 
Theſe ſhams of the Samaritans are only 
to delay and hinder the building of the 
houſe of God; Let us, fay they, build with 
you, for we. ſeek your Gad as you do, and we 
d ſacrifice to him: yet were they ad- 
JOS MAFIA and Ri Zerub- 


„ Exraiv, 3, 4 da | 3 4 


babel 
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babel and Jeſbua the chief of the fathers of 
yoo declare to them, Jau have nothing to 

awith us to build an bouſe to our God, but 
wwe ourſelves together will build unto the Lord 
God of Iſrael. Then their enemies weakned 
their hands, and troubled them in building; 
and hired counſellors to fruſtrate their pur- 
poſes, all the days of Cyrus king of Perla , 

Thus it hath been a ſtale artifice of evil 
men and ſeducers, to mix truth-with errors, 
to make poiſon , palatable, that it may be 
taken OI ſuſpicion, - and work with- 
out fail; and ſo b catholick creeds, and 
the names of atholick church, and gene- 
ral councils and the like, many that have 
had a deteſtation for the encroachments of 
Popes, and their court and conſiſtories, are 
yet kept religiouſly in the communion of 
the Roman church, as they eſteem it; but 
for you fellow Proteſtants, we ſay, as the 
ape Join. 1 John ii. 11. Ve have not 
preached, ' and written to you, becauſe - you 
know not the truth, but becauſe you know it, 
and that no lye is of the truth,  _ +. 
Our adverſaries with a ſoyereign impu- 
dence would face us down, that notwith- 
ſtanding all we have and can fay of the 
incr nts and uſurpations, tyranny and 
corruptions of the Roman church, we can 
have no right to ſeparate from her and re- 
form ourſelves, and enter into a commu- 


pion with thoſe that think themſelves called 
B of 
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of God fo to do, but that we muſt be dam- 
nable hereticks and ſchiſmaticks for at- 
tempting and perſiſting in it. And that 
altho' the Roman church were indeed be- 
come heretical and idolatrous, and what- 
ever we charge upon her doctrine and wor- 
ſhip, ſtilt we muſt be under the guilt of 
ſchiſm, and ſuffer the conſequences of it. 
That it is not lawful to make any change 
of religion + without'the Pope and a coun- 
cil. T And fo they admit that monſtrous 


own falvation and tar of his 4 it - 
unprofitable, dleſs of his wor ent 
of all ood ; Tear ty hurts his own falva- 
tion, drawing with him innumerable peo- 
ple to the 1. miſery, to be puniſhed 
with him eternally w many ſtripes —— 
Yet no. man ought to Teprove him or cha- 
ſtiſe his faults, becauſe he is to judge all — 
world, unleſs one knows that * err in 
faith. 180 the general of the des Laer, 
in his ſuffrage: None can reform the Roman 
church, for the ſervant is not above his 
Lord. Vou will ſurely ſee we have a con- 
trary pattern before us in the text, and that 
the good reformers of the ſixteenth century, 
and all that follow them, as the apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaks to the Romans, walk in the 


© + Boniface, Biſhop of Mayence. | 
. n I F. Paw, 721. 
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* of t hf {ce of our father Abraham.* 
of glory appear'd to him 
= . —f him of 9 ungodlineſs of 
idolatry, and made himſelf known to him, 
and called him to go out from that idola- 
trous communion, he had been brought 
up in; he obeyed at all adventures, and 
goes out in the ſtrength of faith, and com- 
mits himſelf to the conduct of providence, 
in firm on God's promile, and 
reſignation to his will. 
You will eaſily ſee the ſenſe and ſpirit of 
my text ſhine in what I ſhall offer to you, 
and ſtrongly proving the neceſſity, and 
ſhewing reaſons of that reformation 
that we adhere to and maintain. Now it 
was not written for his ſake alone, that it was 
ted to him ; but for us alſo, to whom 
it ſhall be imputed, if we believe on bim 
that raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the 
* 


I ſhall endeavour to diſcharge what is 
aſſigned me, I. 28 Attac the 
| reformation that we ſpeak of, and 44 you 
what we refer to and mean by it. 
II. The reaſons and neceſſity of it; and 
conclude, 
As to the firſt, the reformation : 
We don't pretend to ſet up the happy and 
glorious inſtruments of it- as a new eccle- 


Nom. iv. 12. + Rom. iv. 23, 24. 
B 2 
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ſtaſtical judicature, and to account for all 
the incidents, and every ſtep of that won- 


derful work. 


We don't erect a proteſtant fu bunte 


and infalliility upon the ruins of the pa- 
pal, nor undertake to maintain all the do- 
ctrines of Luther and Zuinglius, or Calvin, 
or the churches of France, or England, or 
Scotland. This would be to build up a- 

in what we have deſtroy'd, and to ruin 


| that liberty of examining and proving all 


things, that. we way hold faſt that which 
is good. 
The word REFORMATION looks back to 
an original rectitude eſtabliſhed by God in 
the very nature of things, and declar'd and 
ſettled by * oþ only ſupreme authority of 
God himſelf, by thoſe ' whom we are 
ſure he empowered and qualify'd ; and 
where theſe are contradicted, we may re- 
reject all pretenders to a divine authority; 
To the law and to the teftimony. 

God has given man his underſtanding to 
this purpoſe, which has an original liberty 


and power to. obſerve things, and enquire 


and judge with due care and circumſpe- 
ction, to diſcern between right and wrong, 
good and. evil, that we might try things 


which differ, and approve things that are 


excellent. And ene would engage 


n 1 9; 10. 


our 


{ 
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our ſubmiſſion, muſt do it by commending 
6. grep to our conſcience 1n ; the fight of 


the mani be of the truth. 1 
We have a 1 rule in the goſpel of 


Chriſt, eſtabliſhed by an So, 8 
| dreadful : But thou gh we, or an ang 
from heaven, preach any other go goſpel to . 
than that we have preached, let him be ac- 
curſed. As we ſaid before, fo ſay T now 
again, if any preach another goſhel unto 
you, than that you have received, let him be 
accurſed. I Tis no new —_ in the world 
for men to break through the divine and 
facred ſettlements of — and to per- 
vert the goſpel of Chriſt. There ever were 
falle rophets and falſe apoſtles : Satan 
himſelf is transformed into an angel of 
light: thoſe who fat in the chair of Moſes 
had leavened the Jewiſp religion, and were 
to be heard with great caution, notwith- 
ſtanding the authority they had received ; 
and when they became enemies to the great 
reformation that Chriſt had undertaken, 
they were to be no farther regardec. 

REFORMATION itſelf has two effential 
and comprehenſive — 

1. Detecting and diſclaiming, renoun- 
eing and forſaking all falſe authority, and 
every corruption of the ſure inſtitutions of 
religion, which we have received from God. 


+ 2 Cor. iv. 2. 1 Gal. i. 8, 9. 
The 


wnto t hepherd and biſhop of our LE 
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refarmation, p. See: importing the 
= occaſion of Chriſt's appearing 55 the 
world, when things were nk - into utter 
diſorder, whereby God was diſhonoured 
and diſpleaſed; fad confuſion and lament- 
able darkneſs, 2 1 notions of 8 
and religion, revailing in 

3 1 of God, and cor- 
rupting the minds and manners of men, 
and making their lives flagitious, and fo de- 
ſtroying the hopes of that great ſalvation 


God had formed men for, and which he 


intended in all the inſtitutions of religion. 
Whatever, therefore, oppoſes this great de- 
ſign of Chriſt's coming, is to be reſiſted; 


we muſt depart from it, and proteſt againſt 
it. | 


2. The ſecond part of reformation is an 
actual return to that ſimplicity of ſubjection 


and obedience, that we owe only to the 


great author and finiſher of our faith. He 
came to reform the world, and lead men 


back to the right ways of God, which he 
| hath impreſſed on the conſcience, and pub- 


liſhed by his prophets, and meſſengers, and 
ambaſſadors to the world. »Wie were like 
ſheep going aſtray, but now are returned 


* Heb. ix. 10. + 1 Pet. ii. 25. 


ſheepfold, 


The apoſtle ſtiles goſpel times, the time of 


( 
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ſheepfold, to fleece and devour the ſheep, 

when their voice, their very ſpeech, their 
doctrines bewray'd them; we muſt not 
follow, but flee from them. 
we hear the voice of Chriſt, 
eth us, and leads us out, an 

us, we follow him, for ue know bis voice, 
and are, as we ought to be, aſſured it is he 


and not another calls, and leads us. 


II. The ſecond thing we are to open 
to you is, the reaſon and neceſſity of that 
reformation, which was begun in ſo re- 
markable and wonderful a manner, in the 
inning of the 16th century. The oc- 
ons and calls for it were many, and 
extremely preſſing; the liberty of mens un- 
derſtanding and conſcience violated in the 
moſt inſolent and outragious manner; their 
dictates ſuppreſſed and ſtifled ; the true and 
original ſettlements of religion by God and 
Chriſt vacated and defeated, and dominion 
over the faith and conſcienees of men cru- 
elly exercis'd : and the original charters of 
the children of God were conceal'd, with 
evident eraſements and falſe gloſſes. The 
Roman pontiff ſet up an empire of dark- 
neſs, and, as a ſtrong man armed, kept the 
houſe as his own property. Inſtead of the 
ſubjection and allegiance we owe to God 


＋ John x. 


and 


[26] | 
and Chriſt, and that humble and fincere 
obedience that we are to yield to the goſ- 
Pb the papal claims engroſs and top over 
all: and thoſe that profeſs'd themſelves 

the creatures of the Pope, ſo far lighted 
the goſpel of our ſalvation, that as we are 
told by Zuinglius, Fobn Faber the vicar 
of Conſtance ſaid, We might have livd 
in peace, if there had been no goſpel : 
And cardinal Hofius, That the church 
would ſtand on a firmer foot, Meliori 
Tab, if the goſpel had never been writ- 
ten. But inſtead of this, the biſhop of 
Bitanto, at the opening of the council of 
Trent, with a flaunting oratory, calls upon 
the woods of Trent to eccho it through 
the world, that all ſhould ſubmit — 
ſelves; to that council, which if they do 
not, it will be juſtly ſaid, The Pope's light 
is come into the world, and men have lo- 
ved darkneſs better than light. 7 This 
indeed appeared like blaſphemy to ſome 
that attended, and it was wiſh'd, that, at 
leaſt, he had not. taken the formal words 
of holy ſcripture, that he might not have 
ſo openly to diſeſteem it. Thoſe 
who had any knowledge of the court of 
Rome, could not but ſee the fad occaſion 
there was for reformation : We have an 


account from one bred up in the Roman 


Op. T. 2. p. 622. + F. Paul, 132—3. 
| bigotry, 
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bigotry, and even after his account of 
Nome continuing a catholick; by what 
ſteps he came to know the papal impo- 
ſture. “ Going to Rome, he quickly faw 
there was nothing in what he had been 
taught to think of the Pope and Cardi- 
nals. He had thought that the Pope had 
every day news from paradiſe, That he 
ſent whom he would to heaven or hell, 
That he was holy, infallible, im ble 
in all that he ſaid or did; as he ought to be, 
if Chriſt had given him ſuch an employ as 
he pretends. He had a moſt extended 
knowledge of all things, a continual ap- 
plication to the ſalvation of all men: and 
ſo in proportion of the Cardinals, he re- 
verenced them exceedingly at a diſtance. 

But ſuch was his diſappointment, that it 
almoſt diſtracted him. Nothing appeared 
in that holy city, in that mother and miſtreſs 
of all churches, but horrible diſſolution of 
manners, in court and city, without the 
leaſt figns of the fear of God ; but abo- 
minations of every kind. This made him 
think, how is the world abuſed ? Oh that 
they could ſee this to open their eyes! Is 
this his holineſs that gives pardons, and 
indulgences, and canonizes ſaints? are theſe 
the people that muſt give out laws and 
rules of religion to the whole world? This 


* Moyens ſurs pref. | | 
C made 


made him ready to renounce Chriſtianity ; 
till the opportunity of reading a Latin 
teſtament reliev d him, and gave him con- 
ſolation ; but made it utterly impoſſible 
to believe, that the Pope was the univer- 
fal vicar of Chriſt ; but made appear that 
Chriſt was the head of his church, the 
church his body, the faithful his members. 
Not one word of Pope or Cardinals, or 
-any that belonged to them ; but examples 
and exhortations to humility, godlineſs, 
chaſtity, charity, renouncing the world 
and its its grandeurs, its vanities, 
its End pleaſures, by maſter and 
diſciples. But all things directly contrary 
in the Popes and the whole court. 
Nothing can be more manifeſt than that 
the papal pretenſions of ſovereignty muſt 
deſtroy the liberty of our underſtanding, 
and divert men from enquiring after the 
mind and will of God, and ſtudying the 
mind of Chriſt : for I think I may fay, in 
truth, that half ſo much has not been ſaid 
of our obedience to Chriſt, as has been faid 
for his pretended vicar, and the uſurped 
power of what they call the church, I 
ſhall ſet before you claims of the pontiff 
of Rome, as they are drawn up by the ex- 
cellent Dr. Barrow, who has thoroughly 
examin'd and effectually demoliſhed them, 
vir. That to the Pope, a ſovereign mo- 


p. 31. 
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narch by ſanction of the whole church, do 
appertain royal prerogatives, called Regalia 
Petri, in the oath preſcribed to the biſhops; 
ſuch as theſe which follow, 

To be ſuperior to the whole church, and 
to its repreſentative in a general ſynod of 
biſhops. To convocate general ſynods at 
his pleaſure, all biſhops being obliged to at- 
— on his ſummons. To preſide in ſy- 
nods, ſo as to ſuggeſt matter, promote, 
obſtruct, over- rule all the debates in them. 
To confirm or invalidate their determina- 
tions, giving life to them by his aſſent; 
or ſubſtracting it by his diſſent. To de- 
fine points of doctrine, or to decide con- 
troverſies authoritatively. To enact, ſuſ- 
pend, diſpenſe with eccleſiaſtical laws and 
canons. To relax or evacuate eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures, by indulgence and pardon. To 
void promiſes, oaths, obligations to laws, 
by his diſpenſations. To be the fountain 
of all paſtoral juriſdiction and dignity. 
And after many others. 

To be himſelf unaccountable for any of 
his doings, exempt from judgment, and 
liable to no reproof. To ſummon and 
commiſſionate ſoldiers, by croiſade, to fight 
againſt and deſtroy infidels, c. Now, 
brethren, is it fit for any men in their 
ſenſes to own ſuch claims as theſe? Can 
there be any fafety or liberty, truth or 
juſtice, where theſe powers are granted to 
TIO C 2 any 
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any mortal ? Did the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven, given to St. Peter, intend 
any thing 10 boundleſs and abſolute in ir- 
fell. and ſo oppreſſive and enſlaving to 
the world? Who then would be a Chri- 
ſtian ? Is the yoke eaſy, Sc. Theſe 

wers have ſometimes met with ſome 
check and contradiction, but of no effect 
and continuance'; and whatever was re- 
ſum'd by ſome councils, as that of Con- 
ftance and Bail, was loit again, and in a 
filent, but effectual, way reſum'd by the 
council of Trent, by the clauſe, Proponen- 
tibus Legatis, and by the referring all things 
to the Pope's confirmation, and ſalvo to his 
authority. So that the council of Trent, 
ſo. carneſtly defired by emperors and kings, 
to ſettle the diforder'd ſtate of religion, 
was conducted by the court of Name to 
defeat all attempts for reformation. * It re- 
main d therefore, that all that were con- 
vinced of the very corrupt ſtate of religion 
in the Raman communion ſhould on 
their proteſtations, and reform elves 
in the. beſt manner they could, to advance 
the honour and obtain the favour of God, 
and their own peace and edification. 
Therefore our learned and pious biſhop 
Jeuel writes to his friend in Laß Signior 
Scipio; When Fo {ce that 4 En are 


D K. Pau, P. 436. . . 0 
| moſt. 


* 


* 
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moſt unjuſtly handled, that nothing is 
ſincerely and fairly carried in the council, 
you may not wonder that our men had 
rather tarry at home, than take fo lon 


and idle a journey, in which they ſhall 25 


loſe their labour and betray their cauſe. 
Tou will ſay, It is not lawful to make a 
change in religion without order from the 
Pope and the council. Yet the 


turn home, wall —. God's le in 
the mean time to be deceiv'd, to err, to 
miſtake themſelves, to be overwhelm'd 
with errors, and want tne knowledge of 
God, and to be carried to everlaſting de- 
ſtruction? ; 

Is it not lawful for any of us to believe 
in Chrift, to profeſs the goſpel, to ſerve 
God aright, to fly fuperſtition and idolatry, 
except they will give us leave? 
be tate of God's children were moſt 
maſerable, if, there being ſo many errors 
and | fo Ily ſpread, and ſo groſs, ſo 
blind, ſo foul, ſo perfpicuous, and mani- 
feſt, that even our adverſaries themſelves 
are not able to deny them, nothing could 
be done without the whole world could 
meet in a general council. | « 


ES. , 


Thus 


neſs of the apoſtles of Chriſt in deli 
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Thus he reaſonably expoſtulates, and 
makes it evident, that corruptions in reli- 
gion muſt not be ſuffer d to go on without 
obſervation and detection, without oppo- 
ſition and reformation: That we may re- 
form -ourſelves in E gland, and that every 
country, city, or 7 may do ſo, with- 
out getting a licence from the Pope and a 
council. Muſt the word and commands of 
God, which we are ſure are his, and the 
goſpel of Chriſt ſtay for letters of com- 
mendation from them ? 
Muſt we ask leave of mortal man 
to open our eyes, to uſe our underſtand- 
ing, to ſeek God and worſhip him, as our 
conſcience ditects and he commands? Muſt 
we, who were baptized into the obſervance 
of all that Chriſt commanded, negle& to 
read his goſpel, and inſtead of the com- 
mandments of Chriſt obſerve the arbitra- 

ry commands of a man, that will call 
Rae che bead and che maſter of the 
church, Theſe demands are impious and 
ſhocking to thoſe that read the teſtament, 
and believe the ſufficiency and faithful- 


to us all things they had received of him, 
and declaring to us 3 of 
God. 

The means of a acontice the nts of 
uſing their beloved prerogatives, and the 
miſchiefs they have cauſed in the world, 


gave 
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ye the loudeſt call to thinking and ſo- 
= men to diſown and condemn them. 
From the beginning it was not ſo; nor is 
it pretended to be the original ſtate of 
Chriſtianity, Wicked and worldly men, 
getting into office in the church, purſued 
the gratification of their luſt of power, 
and pomp and riches, abuſed the reſpect 
that was ſhown to them for the ſake of 
Chriſt and his goſpel by people of fimpli- 
city, and by emperors that were converted 
to the Chriſtian faith. All the changes in 
the empire were watched for opportuni- 
ties to aggrandize their power; till at laſt 
Boniface III. by wicked compliances with 
a murderer and uſurper, Phocas, got the 
title of head of the church and umnverſal 
biſhop ; and then their power increaſed 
prodigiouſly, and his ſucceſſors always took 
the advantage of the weakneſs of the Greek 
emperors and the diſorders in [taly, to en- 
creaſe their authority by policy and vio- 
lence; and to declare war againſt emperors, 
to whom before they had been ſubject. * 
So that the emperor - Babaroſſa in 1150. 
writes to the princes of Germany, That 
the Popes being enriched by the emperor, 
now. undertake to dethrone kings, and 
princes, and will have none equal with 


themſelves: That they aſpire to divinity 


* Richer. hiſt. concil, gener, Aventin, hiſt. Bo. 
itſelf, 
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itſelf, and that they would be no leſs fear- 
ed and adored than God himyelf, nay even 
more; and that the Chriſtian religion hath 
no greater enemies than they. 
. Their authority has been uſed to raiſe 
the moſt bloody wars, and by the curſed 
Projects of Cro;/ads's to engage Chriſtian 
princes and people. to weaken themſelves 
and harraſs and deſtroy one another, that 
they might be a prey to the Popes, and 
incapable of defending their own privi- 
leges and the immunities of their coun- 
Prat; Their bloody cruelties executed by 
theſe have been juſtly preſented, to your 
horror and amazement ; and yet half has 
not been told you. 

Another uſe of their uſurped authority 
will lead me directly to the neceſſity of the 
reformation ; that was, the moſt ſcanda- 
ous means of raifing money by. indul- 
gences ; which, as you have heard, was 
the chief defign of the invention of pur- 

gatory ; before which no body troubled 
their heads about indulgences, as Fiſher 
biſhop of Rochefter declares in his book 
againſt Luther, Artic. 13. . 
This was the awakening impoſition that 
made all men feel the cruel bondage; this 
detected the greedineſs of filthy lucre, that 
utterly deſtroyed the moſt canonical pre- 
tences of the biſhop of Rome. 


by 
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Pope Leo X. who, as Father Paul ſets 
him forth, had a noble birth and educa- 
tion, good parts, fingular learning, in hu- 
manity, goodneſs, and a ſweet manner in 
treating affairs,----a great inclination to fa- 
vour Rods that were learned ;----- would 
have been a Pope abſolutely complete, if 
with theſe he had join'd ſome knowledge 
in things that concern religion, and ſome 
more propenſion to piety ; of both which 
he ſeemed careleſs. 

When money muſt be had, by the ad- 
vice of Lorenzo Pucci, one of his Cardi- 
nals, he ſends out a plenary indulgence --- 
as Urban II. had done, to ſet on foot the 
holy war---and after, the ſame indulgences 
were given for taking arms againſt them, 
that would not obey the church ; and in- 
finite exactions were made under thoſe 
pretences. --Now all that would give money 
might have full pardons, even for thoſe 
that were dead, that they ſhould be freed 
from purgatory. Thuanus fays, that he 
ſent his bulls throughout Chriſtendom to 
raiſe money for his immenſe expences, 
promiſing the expiation of all fins, and 
eternal life, at a ſet price and rate, ac- 
| cording to the nature of the crimes ; and 
he appointed a treaſury, and queſtors, and 
preachers to ſet forth the value and efficacy 
of theſe indulgences. 

D Then 
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Then roſe Luther, a Monk, who refuted 
and expoſed the diſcourſes of the preachers, 
queſtions the Pope's power to give indul- 
gences, and proceeds to examine the do- 
ctrines of Popery, and finds them cor- 
Tupted and deprav'd, and publiſhes ninety- 
five theſes : and thus the dawn of the refor- 
mation appear'd, after a long and dark 
night, and nothing was able to ſtop the 
progreſs of it, Many others ariſe with 
an unfeigned zeal for truth, and are by 
no means either to be bribed or deterred, 
till they had laid open the reigning cor. 
ruption and abuſes, and brought back 
Chriſtians to the pure word of God, and 
the holy inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt. In 
all this the hand of God appeared, and 
the true ſpring of the neceſſity was from 
him; he ſpake and it was done, he com- 
manded and it ſtood faſt. He ſaid, let there 
be light, and there was light. "Twas the 
call of God to come out from the com- 
munion, whoſe errors and impieties have 
been prov'd to you. The neceſſity I am 
conſidering, to which all the foregoing 
diſcourſe refers, operated mightily upon the 
choſen veſſels of the reformation, whoſe 
language was as the apoſtles, Ve cannot 
but ſpeal the things which we have ſeen 
end beard,* The word of God was in their 


7 Adds iv. 20. 
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heart as a biirning fire ſhut up in their 
bones, as Jeremiab ſpeaks, I was weary 
with forbearing, I could not ſtay. There was 
a neceflityimpreſs'd on their mind; and this 
will not be difficult to make evident, nor. 
appear ridiculous to ſober minds, when a 
Cicero could ſay, — Nemo fine afflatu divino 
vere magnus, There was a magnanimity 
in the firſt reformers, that mut always 
uate their memories to the glory of 
God; and we ſhould hope and pray, that 
the reſidue of that ſpirit may revive that 
work, and make a reformation flouriſh a» 

5 

2 muſt own that when we ſpeak of 
neceſſity in common diſcourſe, we mean 
many times the connection of certain things 
or actions, with ends propoſed and in- 
tended, either to eſcape evil or attain good; 
we alſo by it expreſs natural and ſtrong 
inclinations prevailing againſt ſome weaker 
biaſs and propenſion; or we mean ſome- 
what that is fit and proper to the appre- 
henſion and judgment of our minds-- All 
theſe conſtitute a compleat neceffity. S0 
that we do not mean a thing that could 
not poſſibly not be, or be otherwiſe than 
it is; tis ſo different in our caſe, that it is a 
wonder and ſurpriſe, that ſuch an event 
ſhould appear in the world: that when 
the world lieth in wickedneſs, and all 
D 2 men 


[ 28 ] 
men ſhun danger, ſhift off labour, and 
love their eaſe, that any ſhould concern 
themſelves in ſuch an affair. When a ftrong 
man arm'd keeps his palace, his goods are in 
peace ;* and who would care to attack and 
provoke him ? What is every one's con- 
cern is no body's buſineſs. A neceſſity in 
the caſe is moſt evident. Could men un- 
dertake ſuch a work without preſſing mo- 
tives? The difficulties and dangers, the ad- 
verſaries and enemies make it ſure, that 
whatever was the ſpring, the neceſſity was 
inevitable. We * the ſtrength of 
any ſpring by the weight it moves, and 
every weight by its counterpoiſe. Look 
therefore how few, how mean, how de- 
ſpiſed, the firſt actors in this cauſe were. 
Matheo Langi, as Father Paul tells us, 
P. 55. It is not to be omitted, fays he, 
that Cardinal Matheo Langi, archbiſhop of 
Saltzburg, told every one, that the refor- 
mation of the maſs was honeſt, the li- 
of meats convenient, and the de- 
mand juſt to be disburthened of ſo many 
commandments of men : but that a 
Monk ſhould reform all, was not to be en- 
dur d. When the long arms of the Pope, 
the emperor's jealouſy of his power, the 
prejudices of an old religion, ſtood in their 
way, what could keep up their courage or 


Luke xi. 22. 
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engage them to move a ſtep? how could 
Luther venture into Wormes, where he 
had ſo many enemies ? They knew that 
bonds and afflictions attended them. They 
knew- what were the threatnings of their 
enemies; The kings of the earth. ſtood up, 
and the rulers were gathered together againſt” 
them. How many mercenary pens and 
vile tongues employ'd to calumniate them ? 
how many wheedling and cajoling offers, 
. the mitres and the purple to allure them ? 
One exhorts the Pope to convince them 
with chains and fire; all princes applied to 
to withdraw their protection. The Car- 
dinal Voiterra, who had diſcouraged 
Adrian VI. from his attempts for refor- 
mation as an endleſs work, tells him, 
hereſies were not to be extinguiſhed by 
reformation, but Cruſadees ; by exciting 
princes and people to root them out ; that 
Innocent III. did happily thus oppreſs the 
 Albigenſes of Languedoc, and other Popes 

the Waldenſes, Picards, and poor men of 
Lions: that there would not be wanting 
in Germany many princes, who in caſe the 
Pope would give them leave to ſeize them- 
ſelves of the ſtates of Luther's favourers, 
would greedily embrace the condition : and 
that he might cauſe many people to follow 


them, by granting indulgences and par- 
Ac iv. 26. 


dons, 
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dons, to whoſoever would aſſiſt them: 
You ſee what threatned them. They went 
on with the work, tho' Pope Adrian VI. 
had the conſcience and humanity to com- 
plain, that the condition of Popes was 
miſerable, ſeeing it was 2 that they 
could do no good, tho they deſired and 
endeavoured to do it; and that it was 
not poſſible to effect any one point of re- 
formation. Theſe accounts taken out of 
the diary of the biſhop of Fabiano, by 
Father Paul, p. 24. 

The neceſſities and perſecutions, the 
wars, the aſſaults and plundering they were 
expoſed to, the routs and ruins that they 
ſuſtain'd, demonſtrated a mighty neceſſity 1 
that carry d them on in their work : that, 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks, a neceſſity is laid on 
me. They. knew the fate of thoſe that had 
ſuffer'd in the ſame cauſe; the cruel death 
of Jabn Hut and Ferom of Prague, the 
bloody wars of Bohemia, the ſufferings that 
attended even their glorious ſucceſſes under 
Ziſca, and the miſery at laſt brought on 
them by the perfidiouſneſs of ſome among 
themſelves. Theſe things could not be un- 
thought of, but they were counterbalanc d, 
as in our text, by faith, and a divine call. 
It could by no means fatisfy their con- 


ſcience to be told, that Luther ought 
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not to be excus'd by the ſcandals and grie- 
vances of the church of Rome; for in caſe 
they were true, yet ought they not to for- 
fake the Catholick unity, but rather ſup» 
port what was amiſs with all patience. It 
was a brave anſwer of Luther to an em- 
peror, demanding his revocation, That he 
could not revoke any thing he had written 
or taught, if he were not convinced by 
the ſcriptures, or evident reaſon. He would 
indeed ſubmit to a future council, if ſen- 
tence were to be given on the articles drawn 
out of his book, according to the ſcriptures. 
And when he was ask'd, What remedy 
ought to be us'd to compoſe the troubles ? 
He anſwered, Thoſe only pro — by Ga- 
maliel to the Fews, That if the enterprize 
were of man it would yaniſh, but if it 
came from God it was impoſſibie to hinder 
it. And that might give ſatisfaction to the 
Pope; becauſe all men ought to reſt ſecure, 
as he, Luther, did, that if his deſign came 
not from God, it would periſh 1 1 a ſhort 
time. You ſee here, that a neceſſity was 
prevailing againſt all the common fears 
and hopes of men. The zeal of God's 
houſe, as\ Luther declared, had animated 
and ſupported him; and when he awn'd 
his books, he boldly declares, It was too 
manifeſt that all — countries of Chriſten- 
dm were oppreſs d, and groaned under 

the 
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the bondage; and that to retract, would 
be to confirm the tyranny. He 2 
himſelf to the emperor and prin 
ing, It was a bleſſing of God \ hs 2 
true doctrine came to be made manifeſt, 
and to reject it was to draw on us extreme 
calamities. 

The elector Palatine was then obliged 
to interpoſe; or he had been then deli- 
verd up, had not that prince proteſted, 
That he would never draw on Germa 
the infamy of not keeping the e 
faith to ſerve prieſts. 

We have own'd the hand of God, we 
have prov'd the ſtrong ſenſations of their 
own hearts in the reformers. We are now 
to conſider, thirdly, the ſeveral things that 
conſtitute this neceſſity, and cauſe theſe 
inclinations for reformation from Popery : 
Tis lamentable that ſo few minds are right- 
ly diſpos d for this, and that, from various 
cauſes, multitudes are unmoveable in this 
concern. Perſons dead to wiſdom, vir- 
tue, and religion, that have no thought or 
reflection, that love and fit in darkneſs, 
we leave out of the caſe; for when we 
ſpeak of reaſon and neceſſity, we ſuppoſe 

men uſe their ſenſe and reaſon ; that 

this neceſſity is the poiſe and ſpring that 
moves intelligent agents. Reaſon and in- 
tereſt, or ſelf-preſervation and defence, re- 
ligion 
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ligion and conſcience towards God, which 
obligeth to benevolence towards all men, 
are the conſtituents of this neceſſity. 

1. There are ſome things abhorrent to 
nature. Innocent and uncorrupted nature 
1 has ſome ſtrong antipathies, that ariſe to 

an indignation that cannot bear ſome ob- 
jects. Falſhood and forgery, tyranny and 
oppreſſion, injuſtice and cruelty, hypocriti- 
cal pretences to religion, only to accom- 
pliſh ſecular and worldly purpoſes ; ſuch 
appearances indeed were ſufficient to in- 
_ duce us to what I have defin'd the Re- 
formation to be. Jugglers and impoſtors 
had made a prey of unwary fouls,  abus'd 
their ignorance and credulity, made them I 
the tools of their wicked purpoſes to their 
own ruin, their ingratitude to emperors 
that had enriched and raiſed them, per- 
verting noble inſtitutions from their proper 
deſigns and uſe ; the mercileſs authors of 
general calamities and great miſchiefs. 
More than Trent anathemas are denounced 
againſt ſuch as theſe. 

The mind of man is ſuſceptive of noble 

paſſions and affections; no tyrants could be 

* ſecure where honour and conſcience reign in 
the hearts of men, They would ſerve them 

as the Romans did the memory of Paul IV. 

before he was well dead, aſl was tumult 

in Rome from the great hatred the people 

had conceived againſt him. The heads of 
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the Pope's ſtatues were beaten off and drawn 
through the ſtreets; the inquiſition he 
had been ſo fond of burnt, and the pri- 
ſoners releaſed, and all the moveable arms 
and monuments of the houſe of Caraffa 
torn in peices. So that you ſee there are 
ſuch circumſtances of things here, that if 
men hold their peace the ſtones of the 
ſtreet cry out. 

2. A neceſſity of intereſt, ſelf-preſerva- 
tion and defence. The claims of the pa- 
pacy are ſufficiently evident, that they op- 
preſs our liberties, challenge all our pro- 
perties, bring us under the laſh of moſt 
terrible cenſures, and that direful excom- 
munication, that through the ignorance 
and bigotry of the people hath been the 
diſgrace and ruin of many illuſtrious prin- 
ces and their dominions. Sixtus Quintus, 
who had been, as ſome tell us, originally 
a hog- driver, and roſe to the Popedom to 
feed the ſheep of Chriſt, had the inſolence 
to excommunicate Henry IV. of France, 
and to declare him incapable of ſucceeding 
to the crown; proudly boaſting, that he 
being in the high ſtation and in the full 
power that the King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords had given him, he declared him 
and others hereticks, and every body knows 
the conſequences of that. They can tell 


Moyens ſurs & honetes pour la converſ. des heretiques. 
Mex. lite of H. IV. p. 367. . 
kings 
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kings with a moſt haughty air, that if they 
touch their power or take from them their 
obedience, will take from them their 
kingdom and the communion of Chriſten- 
dom; that their pen, ink, and paper, tliat 
is, their bulls, are not inferior to thoſe of 
kings, to their arrets and acts of Parlia- 
ment. 

The pride and power of the Roman pon- 
tiff has been abated by the bleſſed reforma- 
tion, but they ſtill have the ſame inclina- 
tions to tyranny, and only want opportu- 
nity to act over again the ſame pride and 
violence by which ſo many have been made 
miſerable. | 

3., The main ſpring and force of this is 
conſcience ; the ſenſe of our duty to God. 
This appear'd in all the ſteps of the refor- 
mation, and nothing elſe could have en- 
gaged the reformers to diſturb the courſe of 
error and the reign of Popery at ſo great a 
hazard, and with fo — forces. But 
conſcience is a heavy weight, grave pondus; 
the call of God an awtul found, and the 
firm perſuaſion of this an all-ſufficient ſup- 
port. Faith will bear us up and carry us 
on. | 
Whatever peace and emolument we 
might have ſecured by filence and ſub- 
miſſion to long continued ufurpations, 
the call of God would have diſturbed all 
our tranquillity, Whatever they that im- 

E 2 pudently 
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pudently call themſelves the church, and 
the only catholick church, the only true 
miniſtry and paſtors, may with noiſe and 
confidence challenge, we ſee clearly their 
impoſtures and corruptions, their ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatry, their antichriſtian do- 
ctrines and oppoſition to the truths of the 
goſpel ; and are ſure that God calls us and 
all perſons to whom his word comes, to 
ſeparate and come out from among them. 
The record of this call and command to 
Abraham, with the commendation of his 
faith ſet before us as an example to us, be- 
come a real call to us, as if the God of 
glory that appear'd to him had appeared to 
us. Chriſt and his apoſtles by preaching 
and delivering the goſpel truth, and by 
warning us of falſe apoſtles and deceitful 

workers, call all men every where to ad- 
here to the truth as it is in Jeſus. 

The miniſtry that they inſtituted we are 
bound to ſet up:“ the aſſemblies of Chri- 
ſtians which they commanded we are bound 


Claude Hiſt. Def. of the Reformat. part 4. p. 97. 
It ſeems to me, ſays a great defender of the reformation, 
that the firm opinion of the abſolute neceſſity of epiſcopacy, 
that goes ſo high as to own no church, or call, or miniſtry, 
or ſacraments or falvation in the world, where there are no 
epiſcopal ordinations, altho' there ſhould be the true faith, 
the true doctrine and piety there, and which would that all 
religion ſhould depend on a formality which he thought he 
had ſhown to be a human inſtitution. ---I cannot, ſays he, 
avoid having at leaſt a contempt of thoſe kind of thoughts, 
and a compaſſion for thoſe who fill their heads with them. 
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to frequent: the ſacraments they inſtituted 


we are bound to obſerve : and we are ſure, 


that where two or three are met together 


in the name of Chriſt, he will be with 
them ; they have his authority, and ſhall 
have his bleſſing. Now ſhould we neglect 
his call, or corrupt his inſtitutions, we 
tremble at the anathema that would then 
indeed belong to us. God ſpeaks, as he 
did to Pharach by Moſes and Aaron, 
Let my people go: and Proteſtants ſay, as 
they, Let us ſacrifice unto the Lord our God, 
leſt he fall upon us.---We know that if we 
deny Chriſt before men, he will deny us 
before his father. Conſcience obliges us to 
be concern'd for the honour of God ; his 
name is concern'd, and his good ways are 


blaſphemed, the religion of the bleſſed 


Jeſus miſrepreſented and made contemptible 
to infidels, who form their notions of it 
from the principles and practices, and the 
ſuperſtitious ceremonies of the Roman 
church. Zeal therefore for the honour of 
our Redeemer excites us. 

The dangerous deluſions of a multitude 
of poor ſouls move our compaſſion, and we 
cannot but think our ſeparation. from the 
Roman communion neceſſary, to hold out 


a light of warning and direction to them. 


Tis conſcience therefore of our duty te God 
and man, and that fidelity that we owe to 
| Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt our only Lord, that 
neceſſity upon us. 
This engages us, who are called to mi- 
niſter in the goſpel, to call upon you and 
warn you of your danger, and ftir you up 
to your duty to watch againſt the attempts 
of thoſe that lie in wait to deceive you. 
Maintain your ſeparation from the corru 
tions and abominations of Popery. W 
would not fly from Sodom, tho' it were 
but to Zoar Who would look back, that 
was once warn'd of the, judgments that 
maſt ſooner or later be down. on 
Babylon ?* There is a voice from heaven, 
the whole word of God ſpeaks this to us, 
a neceſſity is upon you, and woe to you 
if you believe not or obey not the call of 
God; Come out of her, my people, that ye 
be not partaker of her fins, and that ye 
receive not of her plagues --- for ſtrong is 
the Lord God, who judgeth her. Should 
we not then go out, ſhould we ever think 
of returning? Who would not leave Feru- 
ſalem itſelf, as the firſt Chriſtians did, when 
they are warned of God? for even the tem- 
ple of God itſelf can be no ſecurity to thoſe 
that had crucified the ſon of God, and re- 
fuſed to have him reign over them; much 
leſs can the pretended vicar of Chriſt pro- 
tet thoſe by his indulgences, abſolutions 
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» Rev. xvii. 4, 8. 


and 
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and pardons, who join themſelves to the 
corrupters of the goſpel of Chriſt. 

Therefore let us continue Proteſtants in- 
deed, and we ſhall not in the end repent of 
any labours, hazards or expences, that it 
may coſt us. Let us adhere to our bible; let 
us be humble and cautious, look to God 
by daily fervent prayer, that he that has 
called us to go out of Babylon, would con- 
duct us to the end. 

Loet us be humble and cautious, not too 
ſevere upon imperfe&, differing or erring 
Proteſtants: let us keep our own conſcience 
void of offence, and leave others to their 
great maſter. Let us not ſeek the praiſe of 
men, or be diſcouraged at their cenſures. 
Judge nothing before its time, but wait for 
that time, when every one ſhall receive 
their praiſe of God. 

We rejoice in the reformation of Ger- 
; Swiſſerland, Geneva, France (as it 
Ne 1 that it were ſuch 7 and 


the churches of England and Scotland ! 


but our reformation muſt be according to 
our light, from the word of God and 
the dictates of a ſincerely enquiring con- 
ſcience; we muſt ſo worſhip God as we 
think will be moſt acceptable to him, 
and leave others ſo to do, without uncha- 
ritable cenſures or any ſeparation ; but what 
we are forced to by unlawful terms of 
ommunion inſiſted on, and impoſed on 

| us. 


[4] 
us. To this we have a call of God, and 
let us commit ourſelves to him, and obey 
it page» and his promiſes will be made 
> 2 full : 10 I ſhall conclude, as 
way mee began Let ws ms us maintain a — 
coming jealouſy, left, as the ſerpent be- 
guiled Eve _ bis. ail, aur minds 
bond be corrupted from the nn that 
is in Chriſt * | 
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